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	In the SPC year 1989, when the Big Cheese just started his attempted coup against the Empire,


He had his inventors design a machine.  One was a time/dimension portal prototype, a later version of which was seen in one of the SPC episodes, but that unit was only time-capable.  Seymour had more money back at the start, and, like the moron that he is, squandered it all on one machine, The Dimension/Time Prototype - 00, aka The DT-00.  Unfortunately, it was only capable of going to a small range of sub dimensions, or parallel universes, only one of which had another Earth.  For a year, he sent his underlings to our world to seek an instrument of war that he could use against the Samurai, but in vain.  





	It is now February 2002 in Kyoto, Japan.  A British professor there has discovered a special meteorite with incredible power, and has discovered that it causes a 5 second time displacement between the location were it is, and 5 feet from it.  Further studies ensue.  It is then discovered that another Earth existed...and that the stone came from there, the Samuaris' home universe.  It was mapped out in a map of parallel universes, but impossible to travel to.





	"Professor Bensworth! Prof--YRRRAAAAGHHHHHHHH--BOOM!"  Were the first words heard at the labratory on March 5, 2002.  Everyone raced to the point of the explosion, Dr. Aida's office, where the stone was.  When they arrived, the stone was glowing, no, shining emerald green...and Dr. Aida was gone.  Suddenly, a beam of light shot out of the spherical crystal orb, and it shot out of the lab's roof as an emerald green column of light.  As it cleared the atmosphere,  the clouds shot away from it, leaving a circuar hole in the clouds, and a series of crashes like thunder increased ten fold.  The stone had become a spherical emerald green crystal.





	As the terrified group of scientists looked on in horror, the light intensified until all of the clouds had fled the skies of Kyoto, and the same sky shone the same emerald green.  They all realized what had happened.  Dr. Aida, in his attempts to get ahead in research to make a name for himself, had gotten too close to the stone without the proper safeguards.  The stone's power had now been activated, as they hoped, but it had cost a life.  Thereafter, according to the will of the Japanese Government, and all other governments involved, the matter was kept silent.  All went normally, except for the construction of the jumpship, Delta Zero, and the search for the only pilot capable of withstanding the power of the crystal, also known as the Delta Core Project.





	Meanwhile, in Little Tokyo, a similar column of light shot out of Seymour's house.


	"Cheesy," Jerry Atrick's voice bellowed, "did you blow up again?"


	"No, it wasn't me this time...Something else this time...*thud*" Just then, Jerry Atrick noticed a shining light in the secret closet where they kept their weapons. 


	"Someone's in the armory!"  Jerry Atrick and the half-recovered Big Cheese raced down to see that the source of the light was not an intruder, but the DT-00.


	"That light is the same color as the blast that blew up my house!" Seymour exclaimed.


	"Could this mean that the Densetsu Crystal has been activated?" Jerry Atrick pondered.


	"It has to be, or there wouldn't be much of a fanfic here.  Let's send some Ninja Crows over to get the crystal."


	"Agreed".  With that, arrangements were made to send three Ninja Crows to our Earth.





	When they arrived, they had missed the crystal by five seconds, since they were transported a little farther away from the crystal than anticipated.  They couldn't find the crystal, so they did some spy work.  They took out every file on the crystal, the Delta Zero, and the Delta Project, and put in on microfilm.  They then put the files back and went back to Little Tokyo.  The scientists at Kyoto were never aware of the security breach.  Even the cameras outside the room showed nothing.


	"Great work fellas," Seymour said contently, "though you didn't get the crystal, you found out how the humans will use it."  "It says here that they plan to build a ship called the Delta Zero.  The pilot they have selected is a young genius named Toshiro Yuki.  The first voyage will be in November... 2002?"





	"12 YEARS?" Seymour exclaimed.


	"No, sir, a few months.  When the crystal hit their planet,  it temporarily accelerated their time.  For the years 1985 and 1987 our time, they had the years 1985-1999.  The speed of time is now equal again, but they came out 13 years ahead." Jerry Atrick explained.


	"I wonder if this kid is the Core Unit.  If so, then we'll have trouble." Jerry added.


	"The odds of that are almost zero, Jerry.  Don't worry about it."


	"Don't be so sure, Cheesy," Jerry Atrick warned, "if you continue reading, you will see that the pilot of the Delta Zero was selected by comparing a library of brainwave frequencies to the crystal's frequency.  This young man was a perfect match, and the only perfect match."


	"Why don't we try something similar to find our pilot once we take back the crystal?" said Bad Bird, who had appeared without anyone's notice.


	"That has already been done, and the closest match is the Red Pizza Cat."  Jerry Atrick continued.  "I suggest somehow getting this young man to our dimension with the crystal, and see what can be done.  At least no humans can control the crystal if he disappears from their plane."


	"Not a bad idea," Bad Bird said, pondering.  "I think we should look at his record here to see if there are any weaknesses we can exploit."   "Let me see..... Here we go!








	Name:  Toshiro Yuki	Nationality:  Japanese	Home:  Okaiyama, Japan


	Age:  17 years		Birthdate:  2/18/1985	I.Q.:  142





	Skills:  A martial artist with extreme speed, this apparently normal boy has the combination of physical strength to handle extra-ordinary piloting strain, the quick reflexes and decision making skills necessary to pilot the unit, a knack for problem solving(usually with very innovative and successful solutions), and the knowledge and intelligence to bring these skills to their maximum usefulness.  This young man is into the martial arts, but is also very skilled in computers, electronics, weapons systems, and aviation equipment.  He also has a spirit that wishes to explore new possibilities, ideals, and locations, the perfect jumpship pilot.  He is the best Japan has to offer.





	Interests:  The young man is interested in the martial arts, electronics, computers, weapons systems, and aviation equipment.  He is also interested in exploring the unknown.





	Shortcomings:  This man doesn't make friends easily.  It is especially hard for him to trust others.  Though this may be a slight problem, it may aid him to become wiser and a better person.





	"Hmmm....Okay, fellas, here's the plan," Seymour said with an evil smirk.





	Back in our version of Japan, Toshiro was reading a shonen manga when a black SUV drove up to his house.  His sister peered out of the window at it.


	"I wonder who theose men are," young Mizuko stated.  "Do you know, Toshiro?"  Toshiro looked out of the window as well.


	"It looks like they are members of Prof. Bensworth's team, but Dr. Aida isn't there.  He usually accompanies them."


	"Toshiro!  The scientists are here!" Toshiro's mother yelled up the stairs.


	"I'll be down in a minute!"  Toshiro quickly finished the manga and went downstairs, Muzuko running at his heels.





	"Hello, Toshiro, the Delta One is complete.  Are you ready for your first flight?" Prof. Bensworth asked.


	"Why can't we do the important stuff yet, like time and dimension travel?"


	"The Japanese Government wants a normal flight so that the public can see their finest work.  Every great government project has a small use as propaganda.  Don't worry about it.  When the jumpship arrives at Tokyo, then the real tests begin!"


	"Okay,"  Toshiro said, disapointed.


	"Good.  Now here is the route you will take.  It is very simple.  We will drive you by car from here in Okaiyama to Kyoto where the jumpship is.  From there, you will pilot it to Tokyo, where we will begin the test run.  That is the whole maiden voyage."





	"Let's go, Toshiro," the Professor siad, looking at his watch.


	"We'll all be in Tokyo when you arrive, Toshiro!" His father said, his mother and Mizuko nodding in agreement.


	Little did they know that Ninja Crows had slipped past security after the final check, and put time bombs on both of the main engines.





	On November 15th, 2002, the jumpship launched, officially christened the Delta Zero.  The ship set sail from Kyoto at 7 a.m., and was to land in Tokyo at about 10 a.m..  It had been decided that the ship should go slow on its maiden voyage so that the people could see it in all of its glory.  The time bombs were set for 9:55.  The young pilot got into the cockpit and activated the Delta system with the crystal.  The crystal was in a control panel directly infront of him.





	"Final steering test.  How is it reacting Toshiro?"  Prof. Bensworth's voice crackled over the intercom.


	"It seems a little sluggish.  It should respond about 10% faster," Toshiro stated with concern.


	"That is normal.  You are used to piloting the slow-moving jets, right?  Though it seems like the controls are sluggish, they are just more minute because it is necessary at the high speeds this craft can travel at. You'll get used to it."


	"If you say so."





	The intercom fizzled off, then on again.  This time, it was a woman's voice.�	"All personell clear the runway.  The time is 6:57.  Launch is in 3 minutes.  Please evacuate the runway at this time."  Those 3 minutes seemed to continue forever.  To pass the time, Toshiro double and triple checked the instruments.  Everything was in working order.


	"Launch in 10...9...8...7...6...5...4...3...2...1...Launch!


	As the large craft sped into the sky, and the G-forces grew, Toshiro realized the sheer power of his new wings.  The time bombs, however, would not let him enjoy it for long.





	The trip was uneventful, and he couldn't do many maneuvers because of the many press helicopters and aircraft in the area.  It was strange.  In the Delta Zero, they looked so small, like insects.


It was hard to beleive there were humans inside.  This new power that he controlled was the most advanced power Japan had to offer, and he was the first one to be able to harness it.  The sensation was completely new.





	At 9:45, he arrived over Tokyo airspace.  For ten minutes he approched until he was right over Tokyo.  The time bomb then went off.  The explosion that ensued made the Hindenburg look like a firecracker.  At his slow speed, Toshiro didn't have the momentum to get out of the dive, or even reduce the angle of decent.  All he had were back-up thrusters and...missiles!  He still had a chance!





	He set the missiles to explode right behind the nose of the craft.  It was brutal, but might give him enough of a reduction in angle of decent to miss Tokyo.  Unfortunately, Tokyo is a HUGE target.  The missiles ignited the main fuel lines, giving a large boost in his efforts, but not big enough.  There was still nothing but skycrapers in front of him.  There was no choice.  He had to use the dimensional warp.  He was only about 1.2 miles from hitting Tokyo.  He activated the Warp System.





	An emerald green light covered the skies of Tokyo, and the clouds fled, leaving a circular hole in the clouds about 5 miles in radius.  The green light turned white, and then, the ship disappeared from Tokyo's skies without a sound.  The pilot had just made the ultimate sacrifice for Tokyo's millions, or so the public thought.





	It was April 13th, 1990.  Big Cheese had been ousted a week before because of the Big Comet Caper.  He was calm, though.  He realized the time was at hand to assume control of the Empire with the Densetsu Crystal.   An emerald light shot out from the skies and the clouds fled the area.  Suddenly, the Delta Zero appeared.





	Toshiro was stunned to see that there was another city in his path.  It wasn't as big as his Tokyo, but still a major city.  All he could do was pray that he'd miss it, and he crashed...1/4 of a mile from the city.


	


	"GrrrrRRRRR!!!! HE MISSED THE CITY!!!!" Cheese's Face got red, and he blew up the hideout.


	"GO RECOVER THE CRYSTAL!!!"  He said, smoldering.





	Toshiro came to at about 10:10 his time, which seemed to be the same here in this bizzare place.    


It appeared to be an old style Japanese city at first glance, but the buildings had satellite dishes.  He then surveyed the damage to the craft.  The thing he saw that filled his heart with terror was that the crystal was no longer emerald, but clear.  It had lost all power.  Suddenly, he started glowing emerald green, and he changed into a robotic cat!  He then panicked, but couldn't for long, as he soon realized that he was seriously injured.  He then noticed something flying toward him.  They were robotic crows, they landed, and without giving him a second glance, took the crystal out of the panel.   They then heard a noise, and flew away.





	The source of the noise became apparent as Toshiro noticed a strange vehicle drive toward him.  When they pulled up, they suddenly stopped and yelled something to him.  He was too out of touch to respond.  The last thing he saw were a big dog, some scientists, and a bunny girl in a kimono.  He then passed out.





	"Finally!  Bring me the crystal!"  The crystal was laid in front of Big Cheese.  


	"What's this? ARRAAGHH!"


	"What's wrong, sire?" One Ninja Crow asked.


	"The crystal is clear! It has lost all power! It is little more than quartz!"  He then smashed the crystal on the floor, as his minions looked on in shock.


	"Was there anyone there when you got the crystal?"


	"Uh-There was the pilot, a cat with dark green fur."


	"Dark Green?  That was the pilot, Toshiro!  He fused with the crystal!  Get that cat at any cost!!!" The Crows went to the Delta Zero, hoping that the pilot was still there, when Jerry Atrick said to Big Cheese, "You know that if the boy DID fuse with the crystal, he has become a complete core unit, right?"


	"Yes, Jerry, I know."





	Toshiro woke with a start to find himself in very hospitible surroundings.  He looked out the window to see that he was in the big tower in the center of town, and that the Delta Zero was a wreck.  It would take a lot of fixing to repair, if it was even salvagable.  It looked odd that such a wreck was so close to an untouched city.





	He decided that he should put that in the back of his mind for now and analyze the situation at hand.  He looked around at the surroundings.   The first thing he noticed was that the whole room was blue, and the ceiling and walls had lots of stars.  When he looked toward the north end of the room, the one with the dresser and antique mirror, there was a large full moon.  It was highly detialed.  Across the bottom of all of the walls were lots and lots of rabbits, the cute and fluffy kind that little kids want for pets.  Everything in the room had lace or silk on in in some form.  Even the bed had a lace dust cover around it.  


Whoever lived here was very wealthy, probably the leader of the city, judging from the size and apparent locale of the catsle.





	On the nightstand was a large meal, most of which was desserts, but he didn't touch the food.  Judging from the way the crows stole the crystal, he was wondering if this was a trick to poison the only witness.  Also, he wasn't very hungry after almost being blown to peices.  That thought reminded him to check his person to see if anything had been done to him.  Sure enough, there were bandages on his head, on his left leg, his chest, and his left arm.   He pondered the situation, and decided to see what else was in this place.





	When he got close to the door, he heard voices.  There were 2 men, both about twice as tall as him, judging from the height at which their voices were coming from their mouths.  He was in no condition to fight right now.  The window was far too high and the siding of the castle too smooth to climb down on.  





	Thinking for a moment, a familiar rattle and whirr from a different room gave him the answer--the ventilation shaft!  He opened the shaft and climbed in.  He didn't realize just how much strength he had left!  Even though he was hurt, it seemed as though he did that with little effort!  Brushing that thought aside, he quietly moved through the ventilation shafts until he got to a room on the other side of the tower.  This one had no guards, and had a staircase down to the next floor.





	He managed to sneak past the guards on the next floor with ease, and when he got to the next floor, he heard voices from a man and girl.  He recognized the girl's voice as the one that had called to him when he was in the Delta Zero.  He looked in, being careful not to be discovered.





	"Al, call in the scientist with the report of the pilot," she said, obviously referring to him.


	"Right away Princess Violet." 


	"Princess Violet?  So that's who she is," thought Toshiro.


	"Here is the scientist, Princess," Al sat down at what appeared to be a long council table, that was otherwise vacant.


	"So, what was the urgent matter about the pilot?  I hope you don't want to do more tests, because he is sleeping," she said with a look of annoyance on her face.


	"No more tests, Princess.  The data we have will take us quite a while to study."


	"What do you mean by that?" her face changing from a look of arrogance to one of puzzlement.


	"Well, he has an unusual internal body structure.  His bones are made of a strange metal, that we have yet to identify, his organs are the most complex we have ever seen, he has a completely new mucsle design, and a mysterious internal power that cannot be accurately measured by our knowledge."  


	"WHAT?" The princess said the same thing just as Toshiro blurted it out, so no one heard him, luckily.


	"That means he is some sort of new design?" Princess Vi was shouting now.


	"Yes.  It is safe to call him a prototype unit," the scientist stated, "I must admit, I never thought that it would happen in my lifetime.


	"What about the ship he was piloting?" The Princess asked.


	"I'd like to know about the crash myself," Toshiro thought.


	"Well, all I can say is that there are trace elements of substances non-existant on Earth for thousands of years, including microscopic animals that are COMPLETELY ORGANIC!"  Toshiro didn't know why this was important, but it knocked the princess head over heels.


	"There are also elements of the Densetsu Crystal inside the cockpit and on the pilot.  My theory is that the crystal and its powers were discovered after it crashed on Neo-Earth, and this ship was built to utilize them, but something went wrong, probably connected to the Ninja Crows at the crash.  There was no way for them to arrive so quickly unless they we waiting for the craft."


	"Neo-Earth? That's what my Earth is called here?" Toshiro thought.


	"That settles it," the Princess said standing up, "no one is to discuss the matter of the prototype unit.  He will remain here until we know exactly what is going on."


	"Yeah, right," Toshiro thought, "I'll be out of here before you can put that one into effect.





	He took an emerald green hooded cape from a coat room and managed to get out of the castle.  The city was more modern than he thought.  He saw cars, roads, TV's, telephones, and a poster for a pizza place called "Pizza Cats."  He also saw their prices.


	"I'm going to have to make some cash," he thought.  "This world uses money."


	"There was no time to worry about that though, because the guards, Al, and even Princess Vi had run out of the palace and started searching the area.  They realized he was gone.  He ducked inside a jewery store to avoid capture, and it worked.  They ran past the store without looking inside.





	"You looking for the job, kid?" Toshiro turned around and saw an old dog pointing to a Help Wanted sign.


	"What is the job?" Toshiro asked, knowing that when in need of money you can't be picky.


	"Treasure hunter.  There are a lot of mines to the west, boy, and you appear muscular enough to search them without trouble from any traps.  How are your senses?"


	"I am a strong fighter with a good amount of speed, and I have well honed sight, hearing, and smell.  I am a fairly good martial artist."  He added, "How much is the pay?"


	"It is a 60% cut of everything I sell that you bring in.  I get a lot of visits though.  I'm just closing up."  He pointed to the clock.  It was already 7:32 p.m..  "If you do well, it is enough to live on and then some."


	"Do you have a map of these ruins?" Toshiro asked, taking off the cape.


	"Hmm.....I'll tell you what.  Since you look like prime material,  I'll cut you a break.  those are recent injuries.  I'll help you get back on your feet, give you some money and a room, if you will work for me and go for your first 10 sales at 50%.  Is it a deal?"


	"Deal.  Do you have the map?"  He handed Toshiro a map of the city, named Little Tokyo, and the surrounding area, including the ruins and other places.


	"Can you not tell anyone about me?"  Toshiro asked.


	"I don't even ask questions.  If you do your job, it'll be fine."  Just then Princess Vi busted in with 2 of her guards.  


	We analyzed you, boy.  You absorbed the power of the Densetsu Crystal.  YOU ARE THE LAST CORE UNIT!!!"  He got by the guards somehow and sped off into the night, but took a wrong turn and was cornered on a bridge.  The Princess got closer and closer and Toshiro fell off the bridge...and hovered.  An emerald green light kept him in the sky.  Then he remembered.  The princess said he absorbed the power of the Densetsu Crystal.  Could she mean the Delta Zero's core crystal?  It started to make sense.  In the crash, his mind, synchronized with the crystal, issued it 2 commands automaticaly.


	1.  Miss hitting Little Tokyo and...


	2.  Give me the strength to survive this. 





	It did both for him.  He then instinctively used the power to fly away.  As he flew in the sky above the jewelery store, the owner once again said:


	"I don't even ask questions."





	Back at the castle, Princess Vi pondered the situation.


	"Why did my core unit run away?  I mean, he WAS hurt, and he can't go back to Neo-Earth with the ship so badly damaged."


	"I believe I have an answer,"  The scientist stated, putting a video tape of the earlier emergency meeting in the VCR.  The picture appeared, showing them all at the meeting, and Toshiro listening in.


	"He heard you say that you were going to keep him here, and he left,"  the scientist concluded.


	"Hmm.....He'll try to leave the city.  Post a guard at every entrance and sortie some jet patrols in case he tries to fly out."


	"Yes, Princess."





	Toshiro walked to the jewelery store in the rain. He had the emerald green hooded cape on to avoid the attention of the people.  He was healthy enough to begin limited duty.


	"Hey, boy.  How did you sleep?"


	"Not too bad.  I've recovered enough to start a little work.  My chest and leg are starting to heal."


	"That was quick!  Not even one day!  I'll still get you started, just like our deal, but I won't have to cut your sales."


	"What do you mean not even one day?  How did you know that I was injured yesterday and not the day before?"  Toshiro asked, puzzled.


	"I saw the ship crash, and you get pulled out of it, after those Ninja Crows took something from the ship."


	"So those robotic crows are called Ninja Crows, then."


	"Yeah. They work for Seymour, the Big Cheese.  He was ousted from his position in the city council about a week ago because of his treachery.  He has since been hiding and sending Ninja Crows to do random acts of evil.  We were better off when he was still in office.  At least then his attacks could be somewhat anticipated."


	"Hmm.....You're a jeweler, have you ever heard of the Densetsu Crystal?"


	"Not much, other than it's power, and that Densetsu is Japanese for Legend.  I know who would, though.  There is an old man in the mountains named Guru Lou.  He should know all about it."  


	"Ok, I'll see him when I get a chance.  The first thing to do is get some breakfast, then go to work."


	"Go ahead and see him before working.  There are ruins over there anyway.  Oh! and you will need this."  The jeweler pulled out a sword.  This sword had been used in battle, but you could hardly tell.  It was still sharp, and made of a solid chunk of very dense metal.  It was heavy, but not too heavy for Toshiro.  It looked like it actually glew in his hand, but he passed that thought by as nonsense and put it and the sheath on his belt.


	"Okay, I will.  See ya!"  Toshiro left the jeweler's store. 





	The first order of business was to get food.  Even though it was breakfast, he wanted something different, not the usual breakfast.  He then heard some people discussing the pizza place from the poster he had seen yesterday.  They said that it was the best.


	"I'll go there then," he thought.  He was right outside the door, and Princes Vi's men came around the corner.  He was somewhat safe because of the hooded emerald cape, but didn't want to take that chance.  Before they noticed him, he ducked into the Pizza Cats' place.





	He noticed right away that this was a nice place.  It was very clean, there were lots of tables, and a very fast cat in a white outfit was serving everyone.  He went to the counter.  There he saw a cat in a red outfit, and another one in a green and pink outfit.


	"Hello and welcome to Pizza Cat!  I'm Polly.  How can I help you?"


	"I'll have a cheese pizza and some water."  He then thought about why a robot would eat or drink, but being so bogged down lately make him decide to shut up and chow down.


	"That will be $8."  He paid her, got his pizza, and sat down at the counter to eat.  Polly then came over.


	"I haven't seen you here before.  We don't get many outsiders in this city since the Big Cheese started his chaotic attacks.  What's your name?"


	"I'm Toshiro."


	"Nice to meet you Toshiro.  So, are you staying here in town, or visiting?"


	"I don't have any major plans, but I might have to stay in town a while.  I guess I'll go wherever I need to go."  Polly was about to ask what he meant by that, but the green cat came and scolded her.


	"Polly!  Why are you sitting here while we have customers to serve?"


	"But Francine, there is no one at the counter," Polly said.


	"Then deliver this Pizza to the jewelery store on Main Street."


	"Okay.  See ya, Toshiro."


	"I'll go there too.  I have to anyway.  My new boss is in charge of it, and besides, I've finished my pizza."


	"Okay, let's go!"  Polly said, as she and Toshiro walked out the door.  They passed a blue cat with a similar outfit on the way.


	"Hi, Guido!  Watch out for Francine!  She's in a bit of a mood!"


	"Will do!"  Guido sped off.  They went a little ways, and then, some Ninja Crows landed around them.


	"Toshiro!  You are coming with us to see the Big Cheese!"


	"How do you know my name?" Toshiro asked.


	"We pulled up your report from Prof. Bensworth's database in Neo-Kyoto."


	"You are the core unit, so you must come with us."  Toshiro then realized that these Ninja Crows must have been the ones who blew up the Delta Zero.  The crows then attacked.


	"Polly! Watch out!"  He needn't have said it though, because she counter-attacked and knocked three out.  She was a good fighter in her own right.





	They fought and fought, but there were so many, they were getting tired.  Then Toshiro saw the leader of the crows.  He drew his sword, used the flight skill, and pushed it to the limits of its speed, shooting like a ball out of a cannon.  He used the sword to clear the path of crows to the leader, and when he reached the leader, he glew green and automaticly used a special attack.


	"Emerald Densetsu ATTACK!" The Earth shook and the leader was defeated in a blinding emerald green light, along with 2/3rds of the crows.  The rest, injured, flew or ran away. 


	"Nice welcome to 1990," he muttered to himself. 





	"Where did you learn how to do that?"  Polly asked, eyes wide open with awe.  Toshiro knew it was the crystal's power, but realized it wasn't wise to tell just yet.


	"I didn't learn, I just do it."  That was close enough to the truth, because he really didn't know how to do control it.  Just then, his wounds, irritated by the attack, started to bleed.


	"ARRRAAGH!!!"  He stooped down for a moment.


	"You're hurt!"  Polly suddenly realized.


	"It isn't that bad.  Lets go before they bring reinforcements."  Without giving Polly a chance to respond, he started off.


	


	When they arrived, they met the old man.


	"Hello, Polly!"


	"Hello, Mr. Takanawa!"  Polly said.  He must order delivery a lot.  "Toshiro here says you work for him."  


	"Yes, he does.  He is my tresure hunter, and he starts today."


	"WHAT?! He's injured!"


	"I know, but it healed up some."  Polly was stunned.  Toshiro got hot inside, and took off the cape.


	"His injuries were worsened just now.  For some reason, the Ninja Crows want him--"


	"As does the Princess."  Polly was now bordering on shock.


	"WHA--WHA--WHY?!"


	"Because of his powers."  Toshiro thought he'd ask how Mr. Takanawa knew about his power, but decided to skip it.  "Don't ask me any more about it, because it doesn't matter to me, as long as he does his job."  Polly turned to look over Toshiro again, and saw him, for the first time, without his cape.


	"Why, he is just a KID! Maybe 16 at most!"


	"17,"  Toshiro said.


	"He is in no condition to do this right now! Maybe in a few days he could.  He is a good fighter, but in his condition?"  She had a point.


	"Okay, he can stay in his room."


	"He needs medical care!"


	"I can't afford to do that, especially if the kid hasn't even brought back a jewel jet."  Polly pondered over what to do.


	"I'll let him stay at the Pizza Cat then."  The "help your neighbors" moral here as well as other things remided Toshiro of what he read about the ancient cities and towns of Old Japan.


	"So be it, but don't expect any money over what we agreed on, Toshiro."


	"I would take no more than that, sir."


	"I'll see you when you get well, Toshiro."





	They headed toward the Pizza Cat.  Toshiro was lagging behind, deep in thought.


	"Am I going too fast?"  Toshiro's head rose.


	"Huh?"


	"I said, 'am I going too fast?'"


	"Oh, no, you're not."


	"Then what's the problem?"


	"I'm just reluctant to accept your offer, even though I don't really have a choice,"  Toshiro sighed.  "I wish I could pay you back."


	"You already fought off those crows, so they won't bother us for a while, and that's a good bit right there.  Besides, you could tell me about your powers and what the story is."


	"...Alright, but not in public.  This is pretty serious stuff I'm dealing with."


	"...Okay, we'll wait until I'm done with work."  They walked into the service enterance of the Pizza Cat.





	"What???  Bring a stranger into the kitchen to just sit here and steal our recipies?  No way!"  Francine was hysterical.  "Besides, how can we have good business when taking care of a rugrat!


	"He's only a year younger than you, Francine!"  Polly interjected.


	"It doesn't matter!"


	"Hear me out!"  Polly said.  "On our way to Mr. Takanawa's jewelery store, some Ninja Crows came after him--about 35!"


	"What?"  Speedy, Guido, and Francine yelled at the same time, causing some customers to listen.


	"I was able to take down about 8 and he took about 7, when the leader showed up.  In a rage, he used some sort of crazy power, launched up like a cannonball, took down every crow in his path with his sword, and used some crazy energy move on the leader and 2/3rds of the the remaining crows!  The rest flew off, injured!  I believe it was called the Emerald Densetsu Attack."


	"Wow..."  The customers were listening intently, but all they could make out were the wows and whats.


"I then discovered that in a previous incident, he had been injured.  HE WAS SERIOUSLY WEAKENED FOR THE WHOLE FIGHT!!!"


	"WHAT!!!"  The customers were listening more intently than ever, but still couldn't make out what was being said in the kitchen.  


	"I then discovered that both the Big Cheese and Princess Vi are both trying to catch him to utilize his power for their own ambitions.  Both want to control it."  Toshiro interjected.


	"I was found knocked out outside of town.  Princess Vi brought me to a room in her castle.  Not knowing what to expect, I decided to escape.  While doing so, I overheard her talking about me.  She said that I couldn't be permitted to leave the castle.  That statement explained the guards in front of the room that I escaped from.  The escape was successful, but she soon realized that I was gone.  Neither her or the Big Cheese will stop until my power is in their hands, and if either one gets me, it could be disasterous.  Big Cheese destroying Little Tokyo, or the Princess abusing and underestimating the power."  They were all silent.





	"That explains this,"  Francine handed Polly and Toshiro each a peice of paper.  They said,  	"Wanted:  Green Cat,  approximate age: 16 or 17.  Last seen fleeing the Impirial Castle.  Reward,   $300,000.  No crime committed, but unit has mysterious, and possibly dangerous powers.


Do not injure or attempt capture, just report information to the nearest Impirial Guard."


	"How can she do this--HEY!!"  Polly yelled as Toshiro started to leave.  "Where are you going, anyway?"


	"It is now even more important that I not stay in town.  Besides, I have to see a man about something over in the mountains."  He started for the door.


	"No."  Polly got in front of Toshiro, and blocked the door.  "There is no way you are leaving in your condition!"


	"Stubborn as always!"  KLONK!!!  Polly hit Speedy so fast after saying that, he bit his toungue.


	


	Toshiro tried to use the opportunity to escape, but before he got too far, she pulled him back and blocked the door again.


	"Listen.  When you are hurt as bad as you are, you have to rely on someone, like it or not!  And whether you like it or not, I'm the only friend you have in Little Tokyo, aren't I right, Toshiro?"  By now he was exhausted, so he went back to the chair and fell asleep.  "I thought so."





	"Toshiro...Toshiro!"  Polly nudged Toshiro.


	"H-Huh?"  Toshiro woke up.


	"The workday is over.  I'll take you to a room upstairs,"  Polly pointed to a staircase.  Toshiro truged up the staircase after Polly.  It was strange to him that a pizza place would give rooms to their employees.  Pushing that from his mind, he walked into a room.  It had a TV, VCR, some movies, an old video game system, games, a lamp, some books, and a bed.  It also had a nightstand and a couch.  Also, the walls were covered in pink.  


	"This is my room, but you can stay here during the night."


	"Okay.  Thank you."  He sat on the couch.  "Now I well tell you exactly what is going on."  Polly sat sown in front of Toshiro.





	"There is a universe other than yours.  Not many seem to know about it, except the Big Cheese and the Princess.  You call it Neo-Earth, I just call it Earth.  Earth is inhabited by a race of beings called humans.  They are tall beings--normally about twice as tall as you are, Polly."  Polly was wide-eyed with interest.  





	"I was a young human in a place called Okaiyama in my Japan, when a meterorite came through a rip in space from your universe to ours.  We called it the Delta Core.  When energized, it became an spherical emerald green crystal.  A scan of its power frequencies showed that it was the same as my brainwaves, so I was called in.  The scientists with the crystal had built a large jumpship, the Delta Zero, in hopes of reaching this new universe.  The first test was just to be a flight from Kyoto to Tokyo, which is a much larger city than Little Tokyo.  Unfortunately, Big Cheese somehow sent Ninja Crows to my world, and set time bombs on the jumpship.  When I was right over Tokyo, they were detenated, disabling the engines.  Tokyo has millions of people in it, so I had to use the Warp System to aviod hitting Tokyo.  That was November 15th, 2002, my time.  When I came out of the warp, I was suprised to discover a city here, too.  Luckily, I managed to miss it.


	"That huge wreck on the outskirts of town, the one with the Impirial guards around it, is that the Delta Zero?


	"Yes.  When it crashed, the Delta Core became unstable, infused me with its power, and gave me this body.  That's how I flew and used the attack.  Actually, that time you saw me use the Emerald Densetsu Attack, was the first time I ever used it."  Polly jumped up and knocked over the chair.


	"What?  A first try turned out that strong?  What will it do when perfected?"


	"I don't know.  Also, the princess said that the Delta Core was called the Densetsu Crystal here, and that when it fused with me, I became something she called a Core Unit."


	"Shheesh.  What a big puzzle!"  She sat thinking.  "Well,  lets just sleep.  We'll think about this tomorrow.  Maybe some of my friends can help."  Polly went to sleep right away, but Toshiro was too upset to sleep.  Finally, he fell asleep, while his power started to glow and heal his body.





	The next morning, he was well enough to stand without pain.  Polly was not really suprised.  Compared to what has happened so far, this was small potatoes.  However, the rest of the Pizza Cats were shocked that this was possible.


	"Impossible!"  Francine said this while looking at him, while he was practicing his power by firing small blasts at leaves torn off the trees by falling raindrops.


	"That's incredible! His power is just incredible!"  Polly then progressed to tell them the story about the boy from Neo-Earth and the Densetsu Crystal.  She told everything.  The Densetsu Crystal,  the Delta Zero, the human race, the crash, and the Big Cheese's sabotage of the Delta Zero.  They sat in awe, listening.  Then they realized that they should help him in any way possible, but Francine wanted to report him to Princess Vi for the reward.  She, however, had no charge of the Pizza Cats' individual actions.  You see, the Pizza Cats are actually the Samurai Pizza Cats, who protect Little Tokyo in times of hardship.  The Pizza Cats decided to see their old friend, Guru Lou, for information on the Densetsu Crystal and the Core Unit.  They went outside to tell Toshiro their plan, but he was gone.  A note was left, with $50.  It said:


	


Polly,





	I'm sorry I couldn't give you more compensation for your kindness, but this $50 is all that I can spare.  Thank you.  Knowing that the Princess is searching for me will put you all and your business in danger if I stay.  Now that I am healthy again, I can take care of myself, and search for a way back home.  Thanks again!





							Toshiro Yuki





	"The kid is very mature about not relying on others," Speedy said.


	"Yes, this ordeal has forced him to start growing up early...and that's not always a good thing.  We have to find him before Big Cheese does,"  Polly decided.  Speedy started to protest, but that determined look in Polly's face made him realize that her mind was made up.  "I'll look around town.  Guido, you look around the Delta Zero.  Speedy, you keep the Princess busy, so she can't look for Toshiro.


	"Right!"  They sped off, leaving Francine alone, a decision they would regret.





	Remembering that he was employed at Mr. Takanawa's jewelery store, Francine went there and caught him as he was about to leave.


	"Hi, Toshiro.  Polly and the Pizza Cats sent me.  We want you to come back."


	"Huh?"  Toshiro said, puzzled.


	"Well, just come with me."  She dragged him out of the store and they walked...in the direction opposite the Pizza Cat.


	"Where are we going?"


	"You'll see."  Toshiro then realized, in horror, where he was going, as the Impirial Tower loomed into view.


	"You--You're going to turn me in!"  He tried to force his way from Francine's grip, and try as she might, she couldn't get him any closer to the castle. 


	"Toshiro, you'd be much better off in the care of the Princess!  It's for your own good!"  He broke from her arms and flew out of her reach.


	"I can't believe you'd do this.  It seems I've misjudged you Pizza Cats!  I thought you were all kind, but I see I've made a big mistake!"  He shot into the sky toward the mountains.





	"And then--*snicker*, the chicken spat out the worm--Hahahaha--and his beak puckered up--hehehehehe--AND HE SAID IT WAS SOUR!! HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA!!!"  Speedy said to PrincessVi in her outdoor garden.


	"I've heard that one from Guido, Speedy."


	"What?  He's stealing my material?  Hmph.  Okay, then have you heard about the duck and the storekeeper?


	"Guido."


	"The bride and the mud puddle full of frogs?


	"Guido."


	"The Mother-in-Law and the car with the ejector seat?"


	"Yawwwwnn.....Guido."


	"Grrr.....HE STOLE ALL OF MY BEST STUFF!!!!!"  Suddenly, a strange sound appeared, like a jet, but quieter.  Princess Vi and Speedy turned to look, and saw Toshiro.


	"I-IT'S THE CORE UNIT!!!  SORTIE THE JET FIGHTERS 1-17!!!  DON'T KILL!!!  I WANT HIM ALIVE!!!!!"  as alarms sounded, Toshiro, instead of running, turned to fight.  The jets deployed a net, but Toshiro cut through it with his sword.  The air battle lasted for 7 minutes.


	"I'm wasting time.  EMERALD DENSETSU ATTACK!!!!"  The green light emerged again, but it's size had incresed five-fold.  All the jets were destroyed, each replaced by a small, white parachute.  Then he shot into the sky like a rocket.


	"Grrrrrrrrrrr....ARRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAGHHHHHHHHHRRRRRRRRRRRR!!!!!"  She was one wrathful bunny.  


	


	Speedy jetted off to find Guido and Polly headed for the castle.


	"Hey, over here--KLONK!"  Polly hit him--hard.  "What was that for?"


	"For letting her attack Toshiro!  Sheesh, if you want to do something right...Well, come on.  He went toward the mountains right?  Besides, we are going to see Guru Lou anyhow.  They went to the Pizza Cat, suited up, and left.


	


	Toshiro had just gotten the fifth treasure in the area, a large diamond.  He added it to his pack, which already contained a gold necklace, an emerald, a ruby, and a small silver statue.  He decided that it was time to see this Guru Lou character that Mr. Takanawa told him about.  Maybe he would know something about the Densetsu Crystal.  When he got to Guru Lou's house, he heard screaming and stuff being broken inside.  Suddenly a door burst open, and the Samurai Pizza Cats came out.  Toshiro quickly hid behind a tree.


	"The nerve of that guy!  Asking me to do that for info about the Densetsu Crystal!"


	"He just wanted a little kiss!  Isn't that worth it?"  Guido regretted saying that, because Polly slashed him in the face with her claws.


	"NO, ITS NOT!!!"  Polly's yelling caused the trees to rattle and the birds to leave their roosts.  "We'll just find Toshiro.  He doesn't know any more about himself than we do.  We don't need this pervert's help!  Polly walked away mad as a hornet, while Speedy and Guido, still stinging from a well-placed slash, reluctantly followed.


	"A pervert huh? Hmmmm.....I've got it!"  Toshiro raced to the nearest newspaper stand, which was about 10 miles away, at the foot of the mountains.  He then bought some magazines and raced back.


He arrived at Guru Lou's house and knocked on the door.  It oppened and Guru Lou popped out.  He had lumps on his head, scrathes on his face, and his sleeves and collar were in tatters.


	"Who are you?"  He asked, annoyed that he should be disturbed once again.


	"I'm Toshiro, ant I want to ask a few questions about the Core Unit and Densetsu Crystal."


	"Good Bye, Kid."  He started to shut the door.


	"I can trade you these for your knowledge!"  He held up the magazines.


	"Are those...LINGERE MAGAZINES?"  He started to drool.


	"I'm sure you, a man living all alone up here, can appriciate some of these.  You see, I absorbed the Crystal's power, and Mr. Takanawa told me to see you."  He snatched up the magazines and said:


	"I'll tell you everything I know."


	


	"In the year 1985, our two universes co-existed in different planes, one human, one robotic animals.  The Big Cheese, in preparation for his eventual coup, made 8 crystals.  They had the power of Water, Fire, Earth, Wind, Light, Charm, Love, and Legend.  The first four are the element Crystals, and the last four are the Power Crystals.  The Japanese name for Legend is Densetsu, hence Densetsu Crystal.  These crystals are found in the Pizza Cats, which were originally intended to cause fear and terror to the populace as an evil weapon.  Somehow, the crystals were freed from their containment force field, and went to their respective targets, the Samurai Pizza Cats to be, also known as Core Units!  However, Cheese had the Densetsu candidate already, and killed him to stop at least one crystal from fusing.  It is said that instead of stopping like it was expected to, it shot into the sky and disappeared into Neo-Earth's dimension to seek someone from there.  First, when no one was found, it controlled its power to manipulate the brainwaves of an unborn child, you, to make itself a person compatible of harnessing its great power.  Then it helped you age by accelerating the time of the entire universe so that you had 12 extra years to grow and prepare for the day in which you would fuse with it."


	


	"There is more.  There is a reason there is an A-Team and a B-Team.  The Element Crystals are weaker then the Power crystals.  Every Member of the A-Team has a Power Crystal, and each B-Team member has a Element crystal.  There is more, but I don't know the rest.  Mr. Takanawa would."


	"I just came from him! Why would he want me to go without telling me this first!"


	"Hmmm...." Guru Lou scratched his extra fat chin, and promtly fell asleep.  From his giggling and drooling, you could guess that he was dreaming."


	"Standing up, no less!  How embarrasing!  GURU LOU!  WAKE UP!!!!"


	"WAAAAAA!!!!  I was having a nice dream, kid!"


	"The sooner you tell me, the sooner you can read these magazines!"


	"Okay.  Mr. Takanawa is testing you.  The only way he will tell you anymore is if you obtain the secret battle armor in the cave in the back of my house.  He'd only give you that sword if he thought you were worthy to try."


	"The sword?"  Toshiro looked at the blade.


	"That sword is the Emerald Pizza Cat's primary weapon.  It allows you to learn the Emerald Densetsu Attack, which you can then use without the sword.  The sword helps you learn new techniques and fashion your power into a blade.  It also guides you to your goal.  If you get the armor and go back to his shop, he will probably give you the helmet, the last piece of the uniform, and tell you the rest of the story.


	"What do the armor and helmet do?"  Toshiro asked.


	"The armor gives protection and extra power by solar energy.  It also has a special muscle sensing and boost system to increase your strength, but it is strenuous for extensive periods of time if you aren't strong.  It also has lots of pocket room for shurikens, small daggers, spare change, the whole nine yards.  The helmet allows you to do neat stuff like control more of your power, it has a 2 way radio, complete with encoding capabilities, it has infared vision, built in sunglasses, and it has special sophisticated audio amplifiers to increase your hearing.  It also protects your head somewhat."


	


	"Anyway, it is time for you to gain the armor.  You can also find some treasure in there, and it can be worth a lot, but there are monsters inside guarding it.  Good Luck!"


	"Thanks!  Bye!"  As Toshiro left, Guru Lou closed the door and looked at the magazines with a stupid and scary grin on his face.





	"This must be it!"  Toshiro stopped at the entrance to the cave.  He heard something.  Footsteps!  It was the Samurai Pizza Cats!  They stopped about 4 meters away from him.  


	"Toshiro, listen.  It's me, Polly!"


	"Huh?"


	"Toshiro, it's me.  I'm here now, ok?  We all are.  We just got back from Guru Lou's, and he told us you were here.  I know that you have been through a lot, and want to go home, but wandering aimlessly in caves won't do it!"  Toshiro realized that Guru Lou must not have told them about the Crystal and the armor.  An advantage he was glad to have.  He pulled out his sword, ready for battle, but he couldn't fight them.  He knew he would need his energy for the cave's trials.


	"*GASP* You're going to fight us? Why? We helped you!"  Polly said is disbelief.


	"HA! The last thing I remember, you sent that Francine girl to turn me in to Princess Vi!"


	"What? Francine did that?  We had no say in that!"


	"I don't want to hear your lies!"  No sooner than when he said that, Polly tackled him, got behind him, and grabbed hold.  Her arms were so tight around his body, that he couldn't even move his arms. 


	"So...that's..the way you want to play it!"  He threw his head back, hitting hers, and she spun backward off of him.  "HYAAAAA!!!!!"  A bright emerald light shone, temporarily blinding the Pizza Cats long enough for him to enter the cave.





	The sword started to glow, as did one of the many paths in front of him.  The sword seemed to tell him which way to go.  He then remember Guru Lou's words:


	"The sword...guides you to your goal."


	"This must be what he meant!"  Toshiro forged ahead while the Pizza Cats kept colliding with each other in the dark.


	"HEY!  GET OFF OF ME!"  Polly yelled.


	"It isn't my fault!, I was pushed!"


	"You pushed me!"  The yelling grew fainter as Toshiro went deeper into the cave.  After defeating some flunkies and getting a few more treasures, he reached a large catacomb full of various treasure.  There were also skeletons strewn about all over the floor, and skulls on spikes.  You can tell a lot about a person from their interior decorator.  Just then, the earth shook, and a large, stone, sphinx-like creature appeared from the ground in the center of the room.  It had dry blood on its claws and fangs.


	"A sphinx?  Do I have to solve a riddle or something?"


	"No, just FIGHT!"  The sphinx attacked, but Toshiro dodged it.


	"The writers in this dimension suck!  No skill at all!"  Toshiro drew his sword and prepared to fight.  


	"Get ready, kitty!  HYYAAAAAAH!"  Seeing the size of the creature, and being about 3 times shorter, Toshiro decided to use his speed to his advantage.  The sphinx blocked the sword with its armored paw.  It then extended claws and swiped at Toshiro.  Toshiro dodged.  He then went for the head, but the sphinx's long legs allowed it to cover its head.  Toshiro then went under just as he aborted the second attack.   The sphinx was fast for its size, though, and blocked.  Then the sphinx lunged at Toshiro, catching him in the chest.  He was bleeding a little, but he managed to get his defense up before the sphinx hit.  Its claw cracked off because Toshiro had partially blocked the attack with his sword.  The sphinx then burrowed underground and attacked him again.  He took the full hit this time, and had the wind knocked out of him.  The sphinx burrowed undergound again.  Toshiro decided to fly up and suprise the sphinx.  Guarding yourself in 3 dimensions instead of 2 is much harder.  When he flew up, he saw a crystal, the power source, on its back as it emerged from the rocky soil.  He charged up his Emerald Densetsu Attack and prepared to attack.  The blade shone emerald.  The sphinx didn't notice him, because it had been underground and was still focused on finding its target on the ground.  





	"EMERALD DENSETSU ATTACK!!!!  HYAHHH!!!"  The sphinx noticed his position, but too late.  It was now a pile of ash.  Behind the sphinx, the armor glistened.  Toshiro put it on over his outfit, and it fit perfectly.  He then walked out of the exit of the cave, and out between some trees covering it up.





	"So, you made it!  You truly are the Emerald Pizza Cat!"  Toshiro looked up to find a Ninja Crow, but he was different.  He jumped down.  "Allow me to introduce myself,  I am Good Bird."  He bowed, and walked over to Toshiro.  Guru Lou told me that you were here, and I heard from Mr. Takanawa about the Pizza Cats trying to turn you in to the Princess.  Personally, I find it hard to believe, but since Mr. Takanawa said it, it must be true."


	"It is, unfortunately."


	"That's too bad.  I guess they have their reasons, but I can't think of any reason to do that.  Maybe they just want to protect you from living the life of a Pizza Cat."


	"They don't know about that yet.  All that they know is that I have serious power."


	"Perhaps they want to take you to the Princess so that you can be well guarded, or perhaps they were ordered to!" 


	"Those reasons aren't good enough."


	"Oh, well.  We'll just have to keep them from you!  You must be tired.  Carla and I have a small Pizza Shop nearby!  You can stay there for a little while until the heat's off!  Mr. Takanawa said that it was okay."  After Toshiro nodded, they set off.  When they arrived, a female crow was waiting for them.





	"Hello, Carla!"  Good Bird raced toward her, and they hugged.  after they finished, about 12 crows appeared.  "Hello, my friends!"


	"Who are they?"  Toshiro asked.


	"They are Ninja Crows who left the Big Cheese when they saw the error of their ways.  Now, we deliver pizza and fight evil!  We owe that to the Pizza Cats, but they are still doing something wrong, and we won't let that stop us from doing the right thing."  Toshiro bowed and gave thanks.


	"You had best rest up and train," Carla said.  "The Pizza Cats will probably attack you on your way back to Little Tokyo."  Toshiro rested, and got up early the next morning.





	He got into his new armor and went outside.  His armor glistened in the sun as did the sword.  He looked out across the mountains.  He saw the mountains, a huge lake beyond, and more mountains beyond that.  There were forests covering the mountains, there were no icy peaks.  There wasn't a cloud in the sky and he loved it.  Though it rains in April a lot, the mountains form a barrier against rainclouds.  Except for the occaisional major storm, no rain got through to this mountain.  Even the ring of rainclouds surounding the mountains looked majestic, glowing silver in the morning sun.  Toshiro felt new power as he stood in its rays.  Sure, the armor was solar powered, but it was more than that.  It was as if it helped him to focus his energies.  He knew that if he got the helmet and honed this power, he could finally go home.  Now, he had to train.  He lifted his sword and flexed his muscles in a warm up, and then started his training.  He swiped, slashed, and stabbed the sword into the air, as if trying to attack all of the molecules of air one by one.  His movements through the next few days went progressively faster and faster.  Soon, the Ninja Crows woke up as early as he did, just to watch him train.  Their mouths were open in awe from 5 a.m. to opening time everyday, and every break they had.  Even Carla and Good Bird started to watch when they had spare time.





	Toshiro needed more practice than this, though, so he went off to explore the mountain for jewels.  He set his goal to find three jewels before he left the mountain.  It wasn't much of a challenge, and is not in the script, so it is omitted, but Toshiro got a little bit stronger.  Finally, it was time to journey back to Little Tokyo to get the helmet from Mr. Takanawa.





	"Goodbye, and thanks for everything!"  Toshiro said, waving.


	"Wait a sec!"  Good Bird went inside and came out wearing his battle armor.  "You'll need someone to help you out, especially if you run into those cats again!"  Good Bird walked over to join Toshiro.


	"Thanks, Good Bird.  Goodbye everyone!"  Toshiro and Good Bird walked away, with Carla's voice following them.


	"Be careful, you two!"





	The two warriors walked a little way, and then heard a voice from the trees above.


	"Well, well, well,  if it isn't the kid!"  Speedy jumped out of the tree, followed by Guido and Polly.


	"You shouldn't egg him on like that.  He is at least as strong as any one of us!"  Polly reminded him.  Guido was the first to notice Good Bird.


	"Hey!  Good Bird!  What are you doing here?  Are you here to help us?"  Guido asked, getting Polly and Speedy's attention.


	"No, I'm here to stop you from taking the kid!"


	"Well, just try to stop us!"  Speedy said.


	"Speedy, shouldn't we explain what's going on?"  Polly interjected, but it was too late, Good Bird was fighting Speedy, and Guido was fighting Toshiro.





	"huuuuuuuuuuuuuufffffffff.........." Polly took a big breath.  "KNOCK IT OFF YOU GUYS!"  They all stopped, but when Polly turned her back, Toshiro kicked Speedy in the head.  "Men, honestly.  As I was saying to Speedy, we should--!"  That was the first time Polly noticed the fighting armor.  It looked a lot like hers, except that it was green, and that it was tailored for a male fighter.  He wasn't wearing a helmet, but even without the helmet, it was obviously a Pizza Cat uniform.  "Toshiro!  That's Pizza Cat fighting armor!"  With that, Toshiro and Good Bird drew their weapons.  The 5 stood motionless as a cold wind flew past, kicking up a little bit of dust on the dirt path.  The sheer energy had startled the birds, who flew from their roosts as the impending battle loomed.  Then, they all charged.  Toshiro took on Guido and Polly, and Good Bird took on Speedy.  Guido tried the Sunspot Umbrella Hypnosis attack, but Toshiro dodged.  Polly waved her arms around in circles, and little moving hearts appeared.  Next thing Toshiro knew, he was right next to Polly, paralyzed.  Though she would usually strike with her claws, she didn't this time.  She flung him into the ground and pinned him underneath her.  Learning from their last encounter, she kept him from headbutting her, and sqinted her eyes in preparation for another blinding flash.


	"Don't worry!  I'm not here to hurt you! None of us are!"  Polly tried to reassure the struggling Toshiro.





	Guido, also squinting, held up his Sunspot Umbrella, and once again attempted to hypnotize Toshiro, but just before the umbrella started to do it's work,  It was slashed by Good Bird.  Though the frame was okay, the fabric had been cut to ribbons.  Other than his sword, not his weapon of choice, he was useless in the battle.


	"Thanks, Good Bird!"  Toshiro got free of Polly's grip and gave her a good one-two in the stomach.  "Of course you wouldn't hurt me!  Then I'd be in bad shape, and the Princess wouldn't give you the reward!"  Polly fell over, got up, and then attacked with her sword and flute.  Toshiro attacked and their swords were interlocked.  They both struggled as Good Bird was locked in combat with Speedy.  Speedy and Good Bird both attacked with the Ginzu Power, and were almost even, but Speedy saw Good Bird as a misunderstanding ally, while Good Bird saw Speedy as a cat who was doing the wrong thing.  Good Bird's rage and overwhelming will to win gave him the boost he needed to beat Speedy's attack, breaking the Magical Ginzu Swords in the process.  Speedy did a double take as his swords cracked and then shattered.





	"*GASP* What have you done?"  Without answering, Good Bird went over and attacked Polly with his sword.  Polly was blocking their attacks with her sword and flute.  Their strength, however, was too great for Polly to handle.  They also cracked and shattered.


	"RETREAT AND REGROUP!"  The Pizza Cats shot off into the trees and were gone.  Toshiro and Good Bird laughed and then resumed their trek to Little Tokyo, and the final item of Densetsu Power, the Emerald Pizza Cat Helmet.





	"SEE?  Nowhere does it say that we are supposed to have our weapons destroyed!  They completely disregarded the script!"  Speedy threw down the script, mad as a hornet.


	"You have to admit, this is a lot more exciting than anything the writers have ever thought up!"  Guido stated.  Polly was just standing there in disbelief.


	"I can't believe it!  He is becoming a Pizza Cat!  Poor kid.  He has no idea what is happening to him, probably.  He is probably going to get the helmet from somewhere, but where?  Hmmm............Mr. Takanawa!  He had the Denetsu Sword, he may know where the helmet is!"


	"Good thinking Polly, but how are we supposed to fight Toshiro and Good Bird again without our weapons?"  Guido asked her.


	"Hmmm........We'll have to split up and see the people who made our weapons.  All that we have are Guido's sword and a few of my Heart Shurikens.  What weapon do you have Speedy?  ...   SPEEDY?"


	"I should be coming up with the plans not her...."  Speedy whispered.


	"SPEEDY!"  She hit him on the head.  "What weapons do you have left?"


	"Huh?  Absolutely nothing."  Guido then took a few branches and used his sword to shapen the ends into points.


	"Use these wooden spikes then.  We'll have to split up and go to the places our weapons were formed and see our counterparts, the Warriors of Old.  They can build us some weapons like 5 years ago.  Speedy will go to Mt. Flare,  Polly will go to Warp Field, and I'll go to the North Glacier."


	"Just what I need, seas of hot molten lava....."  Speedy complained.


	"Quiet!  We have work to do!  We have to hurry so we can get the weapons and be back before Toshiro and Good Bird get the helmet!"  So they set off on their separate journeys.





	"DAda dadadadada!  HAHAHAHA!!!!  I always love doing this!  Okay, Jerry, which looks better?  The pink or the red?"  Big Cheese said, holding up dresses.


	"Uh--Cheesy, aren't you supposed to hear my new plan?"


	"Oh, right.  Sorry, Jerry.  I am ready now."  Jerry Atrick cleared his throat.  


	"Okay.  Our problem is that the cats almost always work together.  They always cover each other.  However, a rare opportunity has presented itself!  The Samurais' weapons have been severly damaged, and they have split up to have them repaired!  If we attack each seperately, they will be nearly defenseless!  We have temporarily obtained, via the Henchman Exchange Program, a first-rate assassin from a man named BurkeWorld by the name of Talgen.  He is silent, fast, strong, feels little pain, and is especially at home in sub-zero environments.  One of the Samurai, Guido, has gone to North Glacier to have the Sunspot Umbrella repaired.  We can send Talgen there to destroy him."


	"Great plan Jerry.  Hi Talgen!  Nice to have you on the team!"  Talgen said nothing.  "What's his problem?  Is he the strong, silent type?"


	" I think so, and he needs no writers because of it!  You wouldn't believe how much money he saves!"  Jerry Atrick stated.


	"Hmmmm.....how much would we save if our boys didn't need writers?"  Jerry Atrick shrugged.  "Oh well, we'll think about that later.  Talgen, you have your mission!  Defeat Guido!"  Talgen bowed and left.  "That boy shows promise.  Call BurkeWorld and see if we can't renew his contract."


	"Yes, Cheesy!"





	Speedy arrives at Mt. Flare.  As he walks up to the volcano, the heat starts to make him worry.


	"Oh, man!  The monsters here have to be tough to live here!  This'll be hard!  Also, almost everything is on fire!  Not the best place to be using wooden stakes as weapons!  And I'm hungry, too!"  Pulling a bag of marshmellows and a box of graham chrackers from his backpack, he proceeded to make smores.  After a good meal, he set off.  He wasn't exaggerating about everything being on fire.  There were lava pools everywhere, and the floor was red-hot!  Good thing his shoes were insulated.


	He defeated loads of enemies, and was set on fire a few times before he reached the home of the Ginzu warrior.


	"Finally!  I made it!"  He went inside to find a large two-headed dog holding the Ginzu warrior hostage.  "What?  Get away from him before I slash you into two!"  The hound lunged at him, hitting him against the wall.  He then got back up and attacked with the wooden stake.  The dog fired a blast of fire and melted the stake.  "Huh?"  The dog then started to lose its color.  "It's losing energy!"  Speedy used all of the stakes and brought the dog down to size.  Then Speedy took it out with a single kick.  "Now that was close!"  He turned to the Ginzu Warrior.


	"Thanks, Speedy!  It is nice to see you again!  What brings you here?"  The elderly warrior asked.


	"The Ginzu Swords have been shattered.  Can you re-forge the peices?"


	"Yes, but it will just break again if they are re-forged.  The weapon will look the same, but I will make it a bit stronger."


	"Alright!  Thanks!"  Speedy beamed.  After a few hours in a lava-heated forge, and after a few extra things were done, the Magical Ginzu Swords shone like new.


	"Go, Speedy.  Something tells me that you will soon be needed."





	Polly arrived at Warp Field and was shocked at what she saw.


	"What? See-through floors?  So, this is where the producers have wasted our budget!"  With that she progressed through the bizzare area, fighting monsters all the way, until she arrived at the house of the Warrior.  She walked inside to find a room full of books, the same reflective floor, and a giant mutant squiggle holding the Warrior captive.  "Wha?  Hey you--thing!  Leave her alone!  





	The squiggle shot at her with boiling ink, but her armor protected her.  Polly then jumped up to attack, but one of the squiggles shot out at her and wrapped around her waist.  


	What?"  The monster then proceeded to crush her armor, and her.  "UGH!!"  Polly then saw it's power crystal, inside the squiggle.  She threw three Heart Shurikens, and the second one hit the crystal.  It shattered, and the squiggle disappeared,  dropping Polly on the ground in the process.  She landed on her feet.  


	"Nice job, dear!"  An elderly lady said.


	"You are welcome.  What did that thing want?"


	"It wanted to stop you from reobtaining your weapons and to destroy you if possible.  It was sent by the Big Cheese.  Now that it is gone, though, we can fix your sword and flute, and make them stronger!"


	"Thanks!"  They went outside and held the flute to the wind.  As the magical wind passed through the flute, it made a small sound, then got louder and louder.  Then suddenly,  the flute was once again together and shone like new!  Then, they simply reforged the sword and did the same thing.


	"Go, Polly.  I sense a great evil at Northern Glacier.  I believe it is MUCH stronger than what you faced here."


	"That's where Guido is!"  She ran off.





	"Brrrr......It is cold here!  I'd rather have gone to a nice beach with cute girls!  That's it!  I'll use that thought to keep me warm! HAhahahahahahahahaha--ACHOO!"  Guido set off through the frozen tundra toward the Warrior's house, careful not to fall through the ice patches.  He then came upon a rotten old wooden bridge.  "Great......"  He progressed across the bridge, careful not to fall through.  Finally he arrived, only to find the sub-zero assassin Talgen waiting inside.





	"Who are you?"  Talgen didn't respond.  He drew his weapon, and prepared to attack.  "If that's the way you wanna play, short stuff....HYY--"


	"Wait, Guido!"  Speedy and Polly ran into the cabin.


	"...now is not the time....."  He somehow got by the cats and left the cabin.  When the SPC followed out the door, he was no where in sight.


	"Huh......Oh, well.....Let's repair and upgrade that umbrella!  The warrior said.  They all returned to the house, not knowing that Talgen had hidden in a dune of snow not 20 yards away.  Talgen rose, and without a sound, departed for the hideout.





	"What?  The other Samurai arrived with Guido?"  Big Cheese was furious, and Talgen just nodded his head.  "They destroyed the Fluffy AND the Squiggle!"  He exploded.  Everyone was smashed against a wall, except the unscathed Talgen.  He took a sip of ice-cold tea, and departed.





	Toshiro and Good Bird finally arrived at Mr. Takanawa's store, to find it ransacked. 


	"*GASP!*  Who would do this?  Toshiro said, stunned."  A single Ninja Crow escaped, who they beat the crap out of.  Toshiro and Good Bird ran inside, to find Mr. Takanawa, injured.


	"You got the armor, Toshiro.  I thought you'd be the one......you were a lot like him....."


	"What?" Toshiro said, puzzled"


	"My son...was the original Densetsu Core Unit.  I was a scientist in the service of the then Prime Minister, Big Cheese.  The goal was to create the Samurai Pizza Cats.  He said that he wanted them to protect the populace, but their true mission was one of destruction and conquest......."  He took a forced breath.  My wife and I realized this, and we wanted to quit, but he held our son, the Core Unit Prototype, hostage.  We still, however, realized that we could not sacrifice the world for our son.  We tried to destroy the Crystals, but the stasis field holding them in place started to shift, freeing the Crystals.  The blast injured me, and killed my beloved wife.  The Crystals were released without Big Cheese's control, and were at the mercy of their new owners.  Big Cheese, in a last-ditch effort, killed my son to stop the crystal.  But, instead of stopping, it shot into your world and found you."


	"Why didn't you tell me this?"


	"Toshiro, you needed to find your way.  I only wish I could help you now.  Here, take this.  It is a prototype of a inter-dimensional belt.  It will help you get home.  First, though, I must ask you......stay....and help me redeem myself."


	"Huh?"


	"Here is a boat pass to Prisoner's Island.  My friend, Mr. Shin, lives there, and has the helmet.  Tell him this code.....'The Emerald Light of Ages has been released.'  Please!  Defeat Cheese and his henchmen, only then, can I be redeemed for my sins against this world, and die a free man.  I beg you...."  The ambulance that Good Bird called came and rushed Mr. Takanawa to the hospital.  Toshiro and Good Bird went south without a word.





	As they got to the ports, the men got more burly and unshaven.  There were few clean-dressed men, and many of them were spitting at scripts and using them to wrap fish in.


	"The Docks.  Where writers and even producers fear to tread.  No wonder the Lake Otama episode of the series was filmed on location! (Little Known Fact)"  Good Bird said.


	"You'd never find a narrator here either, from the looks of the looks of things.  These guys are OBVIOUSLY non-union."  Toshiro added.


	


	"Is this the ferry to Prisoner Island?"  Toshiro asked the ferryman at the docks.


	"Arg, this is the Lake Otama Port, we go ta Prisoner Island an' points south.  Why do ya want ta go there, young man?"


	"I need to see Mr. Shin about a helmet.  Can you give us passage?"  He showed him the boat pass.


	"Hmmm.....only one man has ever asked to see ol' Mr. Shin since 1985, when he moved there.  A strange man, that Shin.  Moved ta Prisoner Island by choice, he did.  No one in their right mind would live on that overgrown hunk-a-soil.  Er so ya'd think, Laddy.  Heh-Heh.


	"What do you mean?"


	"Though this side o' the island is barren an' ugly, the side away from the Princess's eye is a classy beach resort.  Arrgh.  I've sailed there quite a few times, meself!  HA!  He's still an odd one, though.  He used ta work fer Big Cheese in some big black project back in the early '80's, 'till somethin' went horribly wrong.  Guess that explains it, though.  As I says before, he's a strange ol' man.  Only one person has seen him since then, an' that's Mr. Takanawa."


	"He has been attacked by Ninja Crows.  Mr. Shin must be informed immediately."


	"Will Mr. Takanawa survive?"  He asked.  Toshiro hesitated.


	"I don't know.  It isn't good."


	"That's too bad.  Get aboard.  I'm sure Mr. Shin would like ta know about this.  I'll take ya as often as ya like!"


	"Thanks."  They got on board and set sail for Prisoner Island.





	They rode for only about 10 minutes before reaching the infamous Prisoner Island.  When they arrived, the ferryman broke his silence and spoke.


	"Arrgh.  Mr. Shin has a test to obtain the helmet, so he has informed me that all people needing to see him about it must go through the front of the Island to the back.  It is overrun with monsters, but if you make it, I'll take you to the resort of the Island from then on, and the helmet is yours.  So, are you willing to brave the infamous woods of the Island?"


	"Yes, we are," Toshiro said.  They went into the dense undergrowth, and defeated enemies left and right.  Finally, they arrived.  They arrived at a beach, and the woman to man ratio was at least ten to one.  Also, almost all of the women were highly attractive.  "These women must have been saan by the Princess as threatening because of their beauty."  Toshiro speculated.


	"True.  She wants to marry the most attractive man she can find, and exiles the pretty girls who she sees as being in the way.  It is also the same reason most of these men aren't very handsome."  It was true.  about 2/3rds of the men were, at least, not a first rate catch, I'll tell you.  "The ugly men are almost all previous suitors that the Princess has rejected and 'weeded out' of the pool of possibilities by exile.  Half of the few nice and attractive ones are ones that the Princess demaned to marry her, and they refused."  This was also true.  Some of the recent prisoners still had the red mark on their faces from where the Princess slapped them for rejecting her.


	Good Bird had barely finished talking when a woman with long, purple hair walked up to them in a bikini.


	"So, you are the Densetsu Pizza Cat and his ally, the Ninja Crow, Good Bird?"


	"How'd you know it was us?" They said in unison.


	"Mike said you'd come!"  Toshiro and Good bird looked where she was pointing and saw the ferry that brought them over docked on the beach, the ferryman waving at them.  With him was another man.  He was elderly, but looked like he was the leader of the bunch.  Seemingly understanding their thoughts, she stated: "The man beside Mike is Mr. Shin."


	"Hi!"  Toshiro said, but Mr. Shin didn't sy a word for several moments.


	Finally, he spoke.  "I hear my friend is dying.  If he sent you here, he must have thought that you were worthy of the honor of wearing the Densetsu Helmet.  Your armor supports this."  He threw down the helmet, and Toshiro caught it.  Mr. Shin got off the boat and left for a sand-brick dwelling and shut the door. 


	"Sorry about that.  He is mourning the loss of Mr. Takanawa, and there is nothing he can do.  He is usually warm and friendly.  Well, come back sometime!"  With that, they returned to Little Tokyo...to find the SPC waiting for them.





	"What?  Grr........"  Bad Bird noticed the SPC.  The SPC were sporting new weapons.  They looked like the old ones, but newer and somewhat more powerful.  They put up their guard.


	"You again?"  Toshiro draw the sword, and it started to go green, more intensly than ever.  His powers, unbeknownst to him and the rest of the earth, were about to acsend to a new level.  The wind of battle returned, once again sending all of the birds in the trees flying into the breeze. As the clouds cleared the beautiful sky, Toshiro thought to himself, "What a great day for a battle!"  He was actually invigorated by the shining gold light of the sun, just like the day he donned the Densetsu Armor.  His body's power increased for the battle.  Unknown to him, though, the same thing happened to Polly, who had mastered his fighting style somehow.  She stood still as Speedy and Guido fought Good Bird and Toshiro.  Speedy then used his attack.


	"Cat's EYE SLASH!!!"  Toshiro barely got his guard up, but Good Bird didn't, and took the full hit.  He stood, though, and took out Guido.  While Speedy was distracted, Toshiro kicked Speedy in the face.  Speedy's nose bled.  "Why you little....HA!"  Toshiro got a good hit in the chest.  The armor didn't crack, but he still felt it.  The sword glew brighter.....


	Speedy was getting his tail kicked between Good Bird and Toshiro.  He collapsed, defeated,  and Polly stepped in.  Everyone, even Speedy and Guido, who had woken up, too weak to fight, couldn't anticipate what happened next.


	"Red Densetsu ATTACK!!!"  A hot red light with a pink corona shot out all around her and KO'ed Good Bird.


	"That's....MY ATTACK!"  Toshiro realized.


	"I've been developing it myself, neat huh?  I've been studying the attack, and found out how to master it!"  I don't want to use it against you, but I will if need be-"  Toshiro didn't let her finish.  He attacked her and she hit the ground.  He lunged at her again, and she noticed something.  He was crying.  She could somehow hear his thoughts.


	"How could you have betrayed me that?  I guess I CAN trust no one in this world!"


	She then saw the tears disappear and his eyes grow dim.  They became bloodshot in fury, and she realized he had no more tears to shed.  He was a berserker now, attacking with no conceivable pattern or specific aim.  He was just fighting because he knew of nothing else to do.  Toshiro was fighting in a blind, psychotic rage.  He would not stop this time.  He was going to fight until one of them could fight no longer.


	"Your fury is blinding you!  STOP!  HEAR ME OUT!"  It was no use.  Toshiro was no longer thinking rationally.  He couldn't hear a single word she said to him.  All he thought was that he would end this, now.  "STOP---mmmmph!"  He hit her in the jaw.  She then realized that, since he was in a fury, his usual strategical edge was completely compromised.  She had to use effeciency, logic, and strategy to win.  That was the best way.  He'd, in this state, fall for even the most basic tricks.


	She lept out of the way of the attack and jumped up into a tree before he could trace her position.  She then knocked him on the head--hard.   He fell to his knees, hands over his head, shivering.  When he stopped shivering, he began to laugh.  He then tilted up his head, laughing hard, scaring Polly.  Maybe she hit him too hard.


	"HA HAHAhahahaha!!!  Thanks for knocking sense into me!  Now I can win easier, and enjoy it.  Polly leapt up, dodging a Emerald Densetsu Attack, did a somersault in the air, but when she tried to land, the attack expanded, hitting her.  The wind was knocked right out of her, and she crashed into the water.  She didn't come up for about 15 seconds, and when she did, she was MAD. 


	"Grrr..........OK!  NO MORE KID GLOVES!  YOU'RE COMING WITH ME IF I HAVE TO HAUL YOUR SORRY CARCASS THE WHOLE WAY BACK!!!"  She fired up the Red Densetsu Attack again, and Toshiro fired up the Emerald Densetsu Attack.  They collided, and both fought to break through.  It was close, but the Emerald Densetsu was a little stronger.  "AHHHH!!!!"  Polly was apparently knocked out cold.  She had damage to her armor, and her mouth was bleeding because of the hit to the jaw.  It is suprising that she didn't chip or lose a tooth.  When Toshiro let his guard down, though, she charged up what little energy she had left and hit him with it, send him reeling backward into a tree.  Polly tried to stand, as did Toshiro, but neither quite could.  Polly finally stood up, while Toshiro fell down.  "I suppose I am the winner!"


	A large, familiar blimp flew through the air, carrying the Big Cheese, Jerry Atrick, and the infamous assassin, Talgen.  "Yes!  And thank you for wearing down the Emerald Pizza Cat for us!"  The Blimp transformed into a grappler. It had four arms in the front, and a large fin in the back, apparently used to steer the clumsily slow craft.  It picked up Toshiro, and none of the other SPC, or Good Bird could help.  Toshiro was furious that he was helpless as it flew out to sea.


	"Grr.......CUT IT OUT!  LET ME GO!   Grrr......ARRRAAAAAAAAAAA!!!!!!"  A golden light shot out, and it was the size of the Emerald Densetsu Attack	ten-fold.  The blimp's hand completely disintegrated, and the blimp was punctured and ignited.  It detonated over the sea, the force of the blast shooting Toshiro over land.  He landed in the sand, luckily, and was okay compared to the flying fireball.  He was completely KO'ed.





	He awoke in a strange place, it was a little dim, and it looked like a hospital room, but it was too small.  It had a TV, and a phone, as well as a button on the wall.  Toshiro noticed a second bed in the room right next to him, and Polly was in it, out of her uniform.  She was pretty banged up, but he was no better.  He saw a strange contaption in his arm, and pulled it out.  Since it was painless, he assumed that it fit into a pre-made port in his arm, rather than injected like a needle on his Earth.  He carefully got up, and tried to limp out, when he heard Polly stir.  She woke up, and looked at her right side where Toshiro should have been, and didn't see him.  She looked around and saw him trying to escape.  Though she was injured too, she caught up with him quickly and tackled him down.  She then called for Francine.  He could have sworn that her weight on him broke at least a few of his already cracked ribs, because his body was already starting to give when Fran came to the door. 


	"What are you two doing out of bed?  Neither of you are in any condition to be out and about!"  Speedy and Guido came inside.  "DO YOU MIND!  BARGING INTO A ROOM WITH A LADY INSIDE WITHOUT ASKING!"  


	"Sorry, Fran!"  They sped off.


	"Now, why are you two out of bed?"  Fran asked, a look of anger on her face.


	"You'll get wrinkles if you frown like that."  The words were out of Toshiro's mouth before he realized that he thought them up.  Fran was about to blow her top, when Polly interjected.


	"I was trying to stop him from escaping!"


	"Why didn't you call or press the button?"


	"He is just too dangerous, even injured, for you to cacth him safely."


	"He looks pretty banged up to me!"  Fran was actually right, but neither knew that.  As far as they knew, he had a few reserves left.  Toshiro was glad that he could still bluff if worst comes to worst.


	"Don't underestimate him!  Remember what happened to the crows that attacked him when we first met?  He was seriously hurt then."  Fran gave up and helped Polly put him back into bed.  Again he escaped, and again he wasn't fast enough.  This cycle repeated until Toshiro, Polly, and even Fran, were exhausted.  Toshiro took a nap, and the girls dozed off too, even though they tried to stay awake.  Once again, the warm, healing light surrounded his body.





	When he awoke, he was fully healed, and the other two were still asleep.  He got up and tried to walk away, but a chain on his wrist stopped him.  He looked to see where the chain was attached to, and he saw, to his horror, that it was attached to Polly's arm.  He had woken her up, and she was healed as well.  She'd copied his healing power too, or maybe she was close enough to feel the light's effects.  Either way, she was fully healed, and he was handcuffed to her, and on her turf.  It was her move.


	"Where do you think you are going?"  The dialouge made Fran stir.  She awoke.  "Okay, pal.  Are you going to hear me out, or are we going to have to just stay in this little rom all day?"  Toshiro was thinking.  He wasn't thinking of an answer as much as a way to escape.  He decided to sit on the bed and wait.  Eventually, Fran yawned.


	"I'm going up to get a bite to eat and go shopping.  We had to close up to take care of this brat, and if he ain't gonna listen to us, I might as well enjoy the day off."  Toshiro didn't like being called a brat, but he held his tongue.  This was not time to confront any of the SPC.  It was a waiting game.  Fran left, leaving Polly in the room.  She then sat down on the bed beside Toshiro and faced him.  She stared into his eyes with an intense, cocky stare, rarely blinking.  He'd heard of this technique.  It was used to interrogate prisoners.  That's what he was, a prisoner.  She was the Warden.


	For several hours she tried to stare, but eventually got bored and let her guard down.  Occasionally, she'd look again with a renewed intensity, but it always drifted away in a few minutes, then a few seconds.  She was starting to get tired.  Finally, she just fell over and was asleep before she hit the pillow.  The force was enough to break the cheap ahndcuffs on a metal rail.  She was out.  Now was his chance to escape.


	He crept out of the room into a strange underground facitlity that he was not familiar with.  He smelled pizza, however, and thought that it might be a subterrainian level of the Pizza Cat.  He found his weapons right outside the door, and continued.  It wasn't long before he found Good Bird's room.  He came inside and found him awake, and hurt. 


	"Hey kid.  Sorry, but I can't be of much use to you like this.  I'll stay here and recover.  It isn't as dangerous here for me."  Toshiro had other plans, though, so he activated the healing light and helped Good Bird recover.  They snuck out of the Pizza Cat without a word, and they progressed to the Big Cheese's hideout, which Good Bird knew due to his days of serving Big Cheese.  Godd Bird was forced to divert, though, because the light wasn't as compatible with him as Toshiro, and he didn't have all of his strength back yet.  Toshiro went off into the rain, alone, as the lightning struck, and the Winds of Destiny prepared to shift once again.





	When he arrived at the hideout, it was a maze of tunnels, secret passages, and traps.  He fought crows left and right, and finally made it to the central control room, just as Big Cheese and Jerry Atrick lifted off in a spacecraft. 


	"I don't want to be on the Planet when my minion attacks! HAHAHAhahaha!  As the shuttle lifted off, A time bomb was set.  The Cheese's voice boomed over a loudspeaker.  "You may be able to fight my crows, but can you survive a 25 Megaton NUCLEAR BLAST?  I doubt it!"  It took some time, but Toshiro managed to disable the bomb and excape.  He had a plan.  He took the bomb and headed for the Delta Zero.





	"You are saying that the Big Cheese is on an old orbital nuclear silo?"  Guido asked, horrified.


	"Yes.  We believe that it is empty, but there is still radiation danger.  The armor you have can be used as a space suit, and will protect you fom a nuclear blast of up to 25 Megatons."  Big Al said, his face crackling over the screen.


	"Isn't that overkill?" Speedy asked.


	"Not if you don't want to die of radiation poisoning!  Now launch!"  The launch sequence began.  the cannon tilted straight up, and a ship shot out of the cannon.  Polly was piloting it, of course.


	"Why don't I ever get to pilot the fancy stuff?"  Speedy sulked.


	"Because Polly had the highest score on her driving test!"  Guido said.  Polly interrupted.


	"Satellite ahead!"  Polly steered the ship into a bulkhead.  The crows inside were sucked out into space.  Luckilly, they were wearing spacesuits.  She jumped out.  "At least they won't be hurt by the Electromagnetic Pulse."  They fought flunky after flunky, and they arrived in the primary section of the satellite, where Cheese was waiting.





	"I've finished sheilding the core cockpit unit.  It is completely sheilded from EMP, the actual blast, and radiation.  Now, your outfit should be okay anyway, it can also double as a spacesuit, but we can't take any chances.  The engines will also take you far enough."  Good Bird siad.  "Good Luck."


	"Thanks, Good Bird.  Off I go!"  He jumped in the cockpit and lifted off into the sky.





	"Hello, Cats!  I've been waiting.  I'd like you to meet my mecha-minion, Mecha-Cheese!"  A 25 ft.  mechanical monstrosity on treads attacked.  It fired a laser at them.


	I am...really tired of this.....ARAAAGHH!" Polly glew gold just like Toshiro did a few days before.  "GOLDEN DENSETSU ATTACK!!!"  the attack hit the minion and punctured the wall, and sucked out the mecha-monster into space.  Luckilly, everyone was wearing a sealed spacesuit.


	"Uh-Oh!  I thought the walls were re-inforced, Jerry!"


	"With the satellite, the nuke, and the giant mecha-monster, we used up all of the cash."


	"NUKE!!!!!"  Polly yelled.  "You were actually going to set off a NUCLEAR WARHEAD?!?"


	"Until your pal Toshiro disarmed and stole it, yes!....Huh? What is this on the scanner?"  He looked out the window.





	The Delta Zero cleared the stratosphere, and Toshiro saw the satellite.  He gunned the engines, and armed the 25 megaton nuke attached to the front of the ship.  By now, Big Cheese saw the nuke.


	"ARAAAGH!  HE'S GOT THE NUKE!  IT'S A KAMIKAZE ATTACK!"  The SPC managed to get into their ship and get out of range before the nuke went off.  They came back and Polly left the ship.  She floated and jumped from debris to debris, until she found Toshiro.  His suit was burned a little, but not bad enough to compromise it's protection.


	"TOSHIRO!"  She leapt off the debris, over to him, and picked him up.  He was knocked out, but breathing.  There was blood coming from a wound on his head, but it looked worse than it was.  Polly was no doctor, though, so it scared her.  She turned on the 2-way-radio in her helmet.  "Toshiro!  TOSHIRO!  Are you ok?  Please!  Say something?  Wake up!"  There was no response to her pleas.  She held him until the ship arrived.  Speedy had finally gotten to drive, but he wasn't real happy about the possible cost.





	The remains of the Delta Zero were not even worthy of being called remains.  All that was left were ash, a hunk of the cockpit, and parts of the satellite.  It still, was enough for the Big Cheese to be sheilded from the blast, so, unbeknownst to the world, he and his minions returned to Earth.





	"Toshiro, wake up, PLEASE!"  Toshiro felt the rumbling of the ship as it re-entered the atmosphere.  


	"I'm...still alive?"  Toshiro thought as he opened his eyes.  Polly was holding onto him, crying, and when she saw him wake up, she smiled, still crying.  "Huh?"  His first instinct was to fight his way out of her grasp, but he wasn't strong enough, and wanted to know why she was crying.  "Did the nuclear warhead fire?"  She cried even more, and when she re-composed herself, she replied.


	"Yes, it went off.  But you had me worried.  Strapping a nuclear weapon to the front of a broken ship and plowing it into a satellite on manual is the dumbest thing I've ever seen anyone do BY FAR!  What were you thinking?"  She turned her head for a second, and continued to cry.  She saw Guido looking back at them.  "DO YOU MIND?  I'M BUSY HERE!"  Guido shot back around, and she continued to talk.


	"Listen.  I am the one who found you and promised to take care of you while you were here.  As long as you are in this world, you are MY responsibility!  I have to watch your back and make sure you don't get hurt.  Kinda like....oh, say....a big sister.  If you are going to be a Pizza Cat, or even live in this world, for that matter, you will have to learn how to listen to me and talk to me when there is a problem.  If you had told me that Fran had tried to turn you in, we wouldn't have had to fight you!"


	"Huh?  I thought that you had all agreed to turn me in!"


	"NO!"  Her face was starting to get red with anger, but she managed to soften her voice and expression.  "She is obsessed with money and didn't know you well enough then.  We actually told her not to, and we went off to look for you.  She did that while we were gone!  I tried to tell you several times, but you wouldn't believe me."  Toshiro just looked at her.  Then he looked at Guido.  Then Speedy.  Finally, he looked at Polly again.  "You are one of us now.  We couldn't turn you in even if we wanted to!  You are a Samurai Pizza Cat, for better or for worse!"  Toshiro's eyes went down to the floor.  He'd never felt sorry before.  Not REALLY sorry.


	"I'm sorry I didn't trust you."


	"I understand that it is hard to adjust, but you will.  You are still young!  Besides, it must be hard to be trapped in a strange world."  Toshiro couldn't talk anymore.  Between fixing the Delta Zero's engines for one last flight and surviving a 25 megaton nuclear blast, he was tired.  He pulled out a piece of the ship, a control lever that he was holding when the Delta Zero was destroyed.  


	"She died before her time.  And with her, my hopes of returning home, unless I can learn how to work the inter-dimensional belt."  Polly looked at him, a passive hint of worry on her face. 


	"We'll think about that a little later.  Just be quiet and try to stay awake for me, okay, Toshiro?"  Toshiro relaxed, for the first time in several weeks.  He was tranquil, and just barely awake.


	In his mind, he replied to Polly's question.  "Okay, just watch over me, Big Sister."  He didn't say it, but she understood, and stayed with him the whole ride back, and the remainder of the night.





	Toshiro was too weak that night for the healing light to appear, so the remaining SPC and Fran were getting worried.  The tests for radiation poisoning came back negative, and the Princess, finding out that Toshiro had become a Samurai Pizza Cat and had risked his live to save her domain, responded by lifting the reward and declaring him not a danger to society.  She didn't say this publicly, but rumor had it that she actually expressed regret to the council, which was unprecedented, especially for the Princess.  No one was sure whether or not this was true.  Big Al later contacted the Pizza Cats and officially made Toshiro Yuki a Samurai Pizza Cat on April 30th, 1990.


	This was of small consequence to them though, since he had yet to recover from his physical injuries.  The SPC were pondering over what to do.  Big Al even called in the scientist that studied Toshiro's body when he first arrived, 17 days before.


	"I can't make heads or tails of this "Self-Recovery System" that you have observed.  I can't even begin to understand the power necessary for what you describe.  Sure, normal healing, yes.  But this?  I've never even heard of anything close to this!"  The scientist slammed the folder he was holding down on the table.  "I must admit, even I am stumped!"


	"Yeah.  The only person who has ever been able to mimic the technique is Polly."  Speedy mentioned, ears drooped, head on the table.


	"You can copy this technique?"  The scientist asked Polly.


	"Yes, I have before."  She remembered two nights before when she learned the power and recovered from the fight at Lake Otama.


	"Can you use it to heal other people?"  Polly was about to say no, but Good Bird interjected.


	"Toshiro used it to heal me when I was injured!"


	"Did it work?"


	"It got rid of most of my injuries, and brought back a little of my energy.  The only reason it didn't work better was because I wasn't fully compatible with the technique."


	"Hmm....Polly, try to use the power on Toshiro.  But not too much.  We don't want to overload his body."


	"Okay."  She went downstairs, into the room where Toshiro was.  She went to the side of his bed, sat down, and put her hands on his back.  "Please work."  She thought to herself, and she called upon the power.  It shined pink, and then she focused the light on Toshiro.  Slowly, the cuts and bruises began to disappear, and Toshiro woke up.  By now, everyone was in the room.


	".......My injuries....are gone!  But....I didn't have the energy!"  Toshiro was still low on energy, and could barely talk.


	"I used the healing power on you.  You won't have all of your strength back for a while, but your body should be okay now."  Toshiro tried to stand, but fell down.  Speedy caught him.  "You have to stay in bed for at least one more day to regain your energy,"  the scientist said.  Toshiro went back to sleep.


	"He will be okay, now.  Just relax."  The scientist left for his office.


	"Thank you!"  Fran said as he left.  Then she went downstairs to Toshiro's room.





	He was awake, watching televison.  It was an official address from the Princess involving the satellite conflict, which was now called "The Battle of Kakusaigai".


	"Princess!  We heard rumors that the warhead was intended to be detonated on the Earth, and that the entire area would have been destroyed!  Is that true?"


	"I'm afraid so.  The weapon was planted by the Big Cheese himself."


	"Princess!  Is it true that the bomb was 25 megatons?"


	"Yes.  It would have been the most devastating nuclear tragedy ever seen on Earth, hence the name, 'The Battle of Kakasaigai'."


	"Is it true that the nuke was put on the nose of a ship and driven directly into the satellite by a Samurai Pizza Cat?"  The crowd want silent, as this detail was a rumor thus far, and not confirmed.


	"Yes.  The Delta Zero ship that brought the visitor from Neo-Earth was used to plow the warhead directly into the satellite's core.  Luckilly, the pilot, and the SPC on the satellite, all survived.  I don't know about Cheese and his minions, though."  The crowd was silent.  They couldn't believe that it was true.   No one had ever done something so insane and crazy.  If it hadn't been for that, they might not be alive.  "This is why I am ordering a nuclear security commision to investigate just what happened to lead to Kakusaigai and boost security around our nuclear weaponry.  Eventually, this may lead to complete nuclear disarmament.  I am in contact with other people of power, and will keep you informed."


	Toshiro spoke.  "That was a pre-written speech.  I saw it in her hand.  Typical politician."  He laughed.


	"Toshiro."  Toshiro turned to look at Fran.  "Polly was right.  I alone made the decision to turn you in.  I was blinded by dollar signs.  I'm sorry.  Can you forgive me?"


	Toshiro sat still on his bed and thought for a moment.  "Okay.  I suppose it turned out for the best after all.  I forgive you."


	Francine was very happy.  She smiled, bowed in the typical Japanese style, and left.  Toshiro turned off the television and thought about what he was to do now.





	His gaze turned to the belt.  All he could do until he figured out the mystery of the belt's controls was make the best of the situation.  It could be worse.  He could be dead in space.  He slept.





	As he slept, Polly came in and put her hands on his back again.  She called upon the power, and he healed a little more.  Every night for 5 days, she did this, and he got healthier, little by little.  Eventually, he started healing himself in his own green light.  Polly was grateful, because she was running low on energy, giving him so much every night to heal him.  She could barely stay awake, and was prone to fainting spells.  You couldn't tell who was worse off for a little while, Polly or Toshiro.  She got better, though.  All she needed was sleep....and LOTS of food.





	"Polly!  You are going to eat all of the food at this rate!  We are running low on mozzarella!"  Fran complained.


	"But--scarf--chuggchugg--I need more energy!"  Polly responded, forgetting not to talk with her mouth full.  She stopped for a moment.  "Toshiro may be healing himself, but he may run out of energy anytime!  I need to be ready!"


	Guido whispered to Speedy.  "How come she isn't getting any fatter?"


	Speedy replied, "Because she wears a lacy pink corset."


	BAAAAAM!!  It was a sight to see.  Polly, who still had a noodle sticking out of her mouth, had jumped onto the table, gone to the other side where the guys were, and jumped up, landing with one foot on Speedy's head, and one on Guido's.  There were noodles, salad, soda, and pizza everywhere.  The table then collapsed under Polly's weight(She was no feather after eating so much for a week), but she jumped off before it came down.  Unfortunately, while Fran got out of her seat in time, Guido and Speedy's legs were hit by the collapsing table covered with food.


	"I NEVER want to hear you say that word again!"  Just then, a healed up Toshiro walked in.  Polly's mood lightened immediately.  "Toshiro!  You are okay!"


	"Yeah!  I feel a lot better!"  The 2 poor Pizza Cats breathed a sigh of relief, but it was short-lived.  "Sis, just what IS a corset?"  Polly was first stunned, then looked at Speedy with fire in her eyes.  Her onslaught began anew.





	After Speedy got out of the hospital, his first words to Guido were, "Be careful what you say to the kid, or face the wrath of the Big Sister!"  Nothing could be closer to the truth.  For some reason, Polly had decided that the atmoshpere of the kitchen wasn't appropriate for a teenage boy, so she invented a new system.  For every joke Polly deemed inappropriate for Toshiro to hear, the person who told the joke would have to put a quarter in a jar, or get jump-kicked by Polly.  Fran approved it whole-heartedly, since it was an excuse to take money from Speedy and Guido("We pay them too much anyway!").  It became known as the Jar of Wrath(evil fanfare and lightning).  Amazingly, this rule only applied to Speedy and Guido.  Polly and Fran could say all of the bad jokes about men that they wanted.





	"This isn't fair!  How come we can't say jokes, but you can?"  Guido yelled.


	"Because it isn't our fault that you screwed up!"  Fran said in an as-a-matter-of-fact way.


	"We can solve it if we get new writers."  Speedy said.


	"Yeah, but they cost more than the jar would."  Guido said.


	"Well, think of the rating increase!" Speedy said.  "Besides, you are the casanova.  You'd be the one most likely to say an "inappropriate joke".  I only made that one crack about the cor--"  He caught himself just in time.  He looked over at Polly, who was getting red in the face.


	"Finish the word.  I dare you."  The flames started to return to her eyes, and the Jar of Wrath jingled at her waist.


	"nevermind,"  Speedy said quickly.


	





	


























	


	











	


